
Transaid is working in partnership with the 
Industrial Training Centre Trust (ITCT), a 
quasi-governmental organisation in Lusaka, 
to improve capacity to deliver professional 
driver training. 

Since the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding in August 2008, vast progress 
has been made with strong inputs from the UK 
consortium of supporting companies.
 
Three trucks and two trailers, kindly donated 
by MAN Truck & Bus and Britcom International 
arrived in late November, shipped by Wallenius 
Wilhelmsen Logistics. This has doubled the 
number of vehicles on site and will enable more 
drivers to gain practical experience.
 
In October, health and safety experts Lisa 
McGrevy and Garry Spicer from Wincanton, 
completed a review to identify risks and build a 
site action plan. This was followed by a financial 
review by volunteer John Cook, sponsored by 
Norbert Dentressangle Logistics UK. 
 
Driver Trainer Paul Collier from Wincanton 
conducted an initial assessment of the driver 
trainers in November, and has identified key 
areas for further training. Paul also helped to 
develop appropriate training material in line with 
the Zambian Road Transport Safety Agency 
(RTSA) approved curriculum.

In December, Nigel Williams from Michelin 
delivered a series of courses in truck tyre 
management. Further technical inputs from 
CEVA Logistics, DHL Exel, HOYER, and Jaguar 
and Land Rover are planned throughout 2009.  
 
Mr Levy Kamanga, Acting Director of the ITCT 
says, “We wish to thank Transaid for coming 
to our aid in the promotion of road safety 
on our roads. The Transaid partnership with 
ITCT marks the beginning of an internationally 
recognised driver training school in Zambia and 
the neighbouring countries. Definitely we are 
leading the way and will ensure a total support 
to this project.”

The Professional Driver Training Project would 
not be possible without the backing of Transaid 
member companies and supporters who have 
come together for the first time to fully address 
the challenges of commercial driver training in 
Africa. Its existence will ensure trainees get the 
vital training experience needed to make them 
safer drivers, teaching beyond knowledge 
of vehicle maneuvering, towards a greater 
understanding of risks, risk reduction and  
self-awareness.

Transaid Consortium 
Helps Improve 
Professional Driving 
and Safety Standards  
in Zambia

HRH attends Transaid 10th Anniversary Royal Gala Ball
We were extremely privileged to welcome our Patron HRH The Princess Royal as our special 
guest of honour at our 10th anniversary celebrations. Read more inside. 
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Paul Collier (Wincanton) conducts Driver Training

Donated MAN Truck & Britcom Trailer at the ITCT



A New Year Message 
from Transaid’s CEO 
Chris Saunders 

“Transaid owes its core funding 
and continued growth to support 
received from member companies 
and a number of generous individual 
benefactors. The work we are 
currently undertaking, and our project 
pipeline, reflect the massive unmet 
need for the development of the 
skills provided through our projects. 
We know from project evaluation 
the considerable impact this has on 
people’s lives.

In spite of the serious cost cuts 
being forced on our industry, support 
for our projects remains solid. Those 
who attended the 10th anniversary 
celebration gave generously at the 
event and pledged continued support 
during 2009. Companies that have 
joined the consortium to give direct 
help to the Driver Training project in 
Zambia are already heavily engaged, 
with a commitment to continue 
through the next 12 months … and 
so thank you.

We are looking with some trepidation 
at prospects for 2009, as no doubt 
you are, but we share your resilience 
and know that backing for the type 
of work we undertake will always 
be forthcoming because you are a 
generous and compassionate industry.

With much thanks for your 
committed support and wishing you 
all the best for 2009.”

Chris Saunders OBE

In October, we were privileged to hold 
our 10th anniversary celebrations in 
the presence of our Patron, HRH  
The Princess Royal, at the Imperial 
War Museum. 

Attended by Transaid members, 
supporters and key individuals, the 
evening began with a Wincanton 
sponsored champagne reception, 
including a Wish Tree for guests to 
write their messages for a better world.  
A welcome speech from Transaid’s 
Chairman John Harvey was followed 
with a three course meal and 
entertainment, including the spectacular 
Tanzanian acrobats - The Black Eagles.

Transaid’s Chief Executive, Chris 
Saunders, spoke about the Zambian 
Professional Driver Training Project and 
HRH gave an insightful speech on the 
important role the industry continues 
to play in supporting Transaid’s work.  
We were also pleased to welcome 
Levy Kamanga, Acting Director of the 
ITCT, to the event.  

Gifts were presented to key founders 
whose major inputs in the early years 
helped make Transaid the organisation 
it is today. A fantastic performance 
from Sounds Force 5 rounded off the 
evening, with a special appearance 
from BBC Radio 2’s Sally ‘Traffic’ 
Boazman. An amazing total of £80,000 
was raised from the event through an 
auction and company pledges for 2009.

We would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who participated 
and helped make the evening one to 
remember.  Special thanks also go to 
all sponsors and suppliers: 
Wincanton, Stagecoach, Sainsburys, 
Jaguar and Land Rover, Clipper 
Logistics Group, MAN Truck & Bus, 
Red Alligator, Garnett-Keeler, Picture 
Partnership, Event Concept, Flora 
May, Jackson Gilmour, Prelude, Sally 
Boazman, John Mills, Sarah Eccleston 
and Imperial War Museum. 

Transaid’s 10th 
Anniversary Highlights

Industry Events
CILT (UK) raises over £7k for Transaid!
The CILT Awards for Excellence in October raised £3,250. We also received 
£800 from CILT Merseyside and Warrington Group and over £3,000 from the 
CILT Annual Regional Dinner in Scotland. A special thanks to DHL Exel, who 
match funded the Scottish donation, and all CILT staff and members for their 
outstanding support. 

Transport News and Iveco raise £5k!
Over £5,000 was raised at the Transport News Rewards Breakfast in Glasgow.  
Transaid thanks the organisers and all who participated, including Transaid 
member company Iveco, who provided a fantastic prize.

To donate a prize for forthcoming events please contact  
marketing@transaid.org

Sally ‘Traffic’ Boazman sings 
© Picture Partnership

Transaid Patron HRH The Princess Royal 
© Picture Partnership



Transaid has been working in 
partnership with World Bicycle Relief 
and Disacare (a local organisation 
manufacturing mobility aids for 
people with physical disabilities) 
to pilot a bicycle ambulance trailer 
programme in the Eastern Province  
of Zambia. 

The project, funded by the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA), aims to increase access to 
healthcare for rural populations.  

In November, 40 bicycle ambulance 
trailers were distributed to community 
health workers who will use them to 
transport patients unable to walk to 
the nearest hospital or health centre. 
Two different models of the trailer have 
been distributed over three districts 
and will be evaluated to measure their 
appropriateness and durability.

A Ministry of Health official from the 
district of Chipata stated, 

“With the provision of the bicycle 
ambulance we are sure that our 
communities will have very high 
referrals to the health facilities and this 
will save so many lives including those 
who are suffering from HIV/AIDS”.

While this is a pilot programme, the 
lessons learned through the monitoring 
and evaluation conducted by Transaid 
will hopefully serve as a model for 
thousands more bicycle ambulance 
trailers to enable rural communities 
increased access to health services.  

Stagecoach Volunteer 
Gets Set for Ghana 

Tricia Brennan, from Transaid 
member company Stagecoach is off 
to Accra this January where she will 
conduct further driver training for the 
Female Market Traders Project. This 
next input of training, following the 
donation of three Iveco Daily Vans last 
March, will continue to build driver 
competence and update skills.

While in Ghana, Tricia will also 
work with the National Road Safety 
Commission (NRSC), a large bus 
company - Metro Mass Transit (MMT), 
and Road Safety Limited (RSL) - a 
truck driver training institute, to 
develop unified commercial driver 
training standards and strengthen 
driver proficiency.

Transaid Tackles Road 
Safety in Uganda

Transaid is working in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Works and 
Transport (MoWT) in Uganda, and 
Graham Feest of the Association 
of Industrial Road Safety Officers 
(AIRSO), to facilitate the development 
of a national road safety strategy. The 
strategy will inform future road safety 
initiatives undertaken by the National 
Road Safety Council in Uganda and 
seeks to reduce the number of road 
crashes on Uganda’s roads.  

Road traffic has increased by 90% 
since 2000 in Uganda and in 2007 
almost 10,000 people were injured 
and over 2,000 died from road 
traffic accidents. 

For further details on all Transaid 
projects visit www.transaid.org

Zambia: Increasing Access to 
Healthcare Through Intermediate 
Modes of Transport 

Since 2006, Transaid has been 
working in Nigeria to help improve 
immunisation coverage for women 
and children in the four Northern 
states of Zamfara, Yobe, Katsina 
and Jigawa.  After conducting an 
initial assessment and developing 
a policy for each area, Transaid has 
successfully delivered a transport 
management training course to 
Ministry of Health staff. 

The training which took place in 
November was delivered to state 
transport officers and senatorial staff 
and will equip participants with the 
knowledge required to collect transport 
data, calculate key performance 
indicators (KPIs) and produce monthly 

transport reports.  Initially, a Training 
of Trainers course was conducted for 
state transport officers followed by a 
peer training exercise allowing them the 
opportunity to test their newly obtained 
knowledge on the senatorial officers. 

 A second phase of training will be 
conducted in mid 2009 where data 
collected by the transport officers 
will be used to demonstrate analysis 
and problem solving techniques for 
achieving optimum transport efficiency. 
The training will complement other 
transport management activities to 
increase the overall efficiency of health 
service transport, reduce costs and 
ultimately improve service delivery to 
communities in Northern Nigeria.

Transport Management Training 
for Ministry of Health in  
Northern Nigeria 

Bicycle ambulance trailer 



Despite huge increases in international 
funding for health programmes in 
Africa, little investment has been 
made in transport services to support 
them. The link between transport 
and access to health, though easy to 
observe on the ground, often remains 
unrecognised in funding.

The World Bank’s recently revised 
Transport Strategy notes key goals such 
as improved maternal health will not 
be achieved with inadequate transport 
as a major factor.  Transaid is working 
to influence both policy and practice, 
drawing on experience of improving 
transport within government ministries 
and development programmes.  

Modest increases in funding to 
support Transaid’s work to help local 
partners improve the way transport is 
run and managed can directly impact 
on programme effectiveness through 
enabling more people to access health 
services. We are actively engaging 
with institutions such as the World 
Bank, the UK’s Department for 
International Development, and major 
foundations to secure future funding to 
realise this potential.




