
PRESS RELEASE 

 
137 Euston Road, London NW1 2AA 

 t: +44 (0)20 7387 8136  
f: +44 (0)20 7387 2669 

e: marketing@transaid.org 
www.transaid.org  

Registered charity no. 1072105.  Patron HRH The Princess Royal  

TRANSAID 

137 Euston Road 
London 
NW1 2AA 
 
t: 020 7387 8136 
f: 020 7387 2669 
 

 
Release date:  2 November 2006  
 
TRANSAID SENDS MET POLICE MOTORCYCLE TRAINER TO KENYA 

 
The Head of Motorcycle Rider Training with the Metropolitan Police has returned from a two week 
assignment with international development agency Transaid, where he has been working as part of a major 
project to improve the way health transport is managed in Kenya’s Coast and North East Provinces.  
 
Eighty per cent of people in Kenya live in rural areas and motorcycle riders enable medical staff and supplies 
to reach remote villages which are not served by roads.  An international donor has pledged 36 motorcycles 
to the health service and Transaid’s role is to ensure they will be operated and managed safely and 
efficiently. 
 
Chris Latham’s brief was to train a group of rider trainers working within the Ministry, who could then go on 
to teach colleagues and new recruits the ins and outs of motorcycle best practice.   
 
On arrival in Kenya, Chris found that his students’ riding and technical abilities were at such a basic level 
that his focus switched from training trainers to basic skills development. 
 
“The condition of the training motorcycles was incredibly poor and even verging on dangerous in some 
cases,” says Chris.  “I therefore developed a programme which focused on teaching the importance of 
planned preventive maintenance and daily safety checks, as any fleet here in the UK would adopt as a 
matter of course.” 
 
Chris made huge progress with many of the students during his time in Kenya, and Transaid hopes to return 
in 2007 to help them to further develop their skills and to reach the goal of becoming trainers themselves. 
 
His assignment is part of a Transaid project to develop a Transport System for the Kenyan Ministry of 
Health.  The project is being supported by DANIDA, the Danish government’s aid agency, which is funding 
new health vehicles and wants to ensure that both the new and existing Ministry vehicles enjoy a long and 
productive working life. 
 
Transaid’s contribution is part of the Kenyan national strategy to improve the health of people in Kenya by 
making services more effective, accessible and affordable. 
 
ends 
 
Note to Editor: Transaid (www.transaid.org) is an international development agency that aims to improve people’s 
quality of life in the developing world by making transport more available and affordable.  It was founded by Save The 
Children and the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (UK) and works by sharing skills and knowledge with 
local people to enable them to put in place and manage efficient transport systems. 
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Transaid’s core work includes creating transport management systems for the public sector and assisting with the 
provision of professional driving qualification development and the training of driver trainers.  It also assists with 
teaching preventive vehicle maintenance management and introducing local, low cost transport solutions including its 
innovative bicycle ambulance.  Transaid also helps promote HIV, AIDS and road safety awareness and shares its 
specialist knowledge with the humanitarian aid sector. 
 
Transaid enjoys strong backing from the transport and logistics industry and the active involvement of its patron, HRH 
The Princess Royal. 
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